
How to join the Riveredge Sandhill Property 
Bioblitz Project on iNaturalist 

Joining the Riveredge Nature Center Bioblitz project on iNaturalist? Here's a breakdown of the 
steps: 

I. Before the Bioblitz (Preparation): 

1.​ Create an iNaturalist Account: 
○​ If you don't already have one, download the iNaturalist app (available for iOS and 

Android). 
○​ Sign up for a free account and create your profile. This is essential for making 

observations and joining projects. 
2.​ Download the iNaturalist App (Recommended): 

○​ While you can upload observations via the website, the mobile app is incredibly 
convenient for in-the-field recording. It allows you to take photos, add details, and 
often geotag observations automatically. 

○​  
○​ Pro-tip: If you anticipate limited cell service at the Bioblitz location, download the 

app and familiarize yourself with its offline capabilities (e.g., taking observations 
without immediate upload, which you can then upload later when you have 
Wi-Fi). 

3.​ Familiarize Yourself with iNaturalist Basics: 
○​ Practice making a few observations before the Bioblitz. Take photos of plants or 

animals around your home or neighborhood and try uploading them. 
○​ Learn how to add details like date, location, and your best guess at identification. 
○​ Understand the concept of "Research Grade" observations (which require 

community identification agreement). 

 



II. Joining the Bioblitz Project: 

1.​ Find the Bioblitz Project: 
○​ From the iNaturalist Website: 

■​ Log in to your account. 
■​ Go to the "Community" tab in the main menu and select "Projects." 
■​ Use the search bar to find the specific Bioblitz project you want to join (the 

organizers should provide the project name). 
■​ Once on the project page, look for a "Join" or "Join this project" button, 

usually in the upper right-hand corner. 
○​ From the iNaturalist Mobile App: 

■​ Open the app and log in. 
■​ Go to the "Projects" section (in Android, it's often in the side menu; in 

iOS/iPadOS, it's in the navigation bar). 

■​  

 

 



■​ Tap the magnifying glass icon (search) in the upper right corner. 
■​ Search for the Bioblitz project name ‘Riveredge BioBlitz 2025 (Sandhill 

Property)’. 

■​  
■​ Tap on the project, then scroll down on the project page to tap "Join." 



■​  

 

2.​ Understand Project Requirements (Important!): 
○​ Most Bioblitzes use "Collection Projects" on iNaturalist. This means that any 

observation you make within the specified timeframe and geographic area of 
the Bioblitz will automatically be included in the project, even if you don't 
manually add it. 

○​ However, it's still a good idea to join the project. This allows you to: 
■​ Receive journal posts and updates from the organizers. 
■​ See the project icon on your qualifying observations. 
■​ Potentially allow project admins to see obscured/private locations of 

important species (if you choose to allow this in your settings and the 
project is configured to do so). 

○​ Some projects (less common for Bioblitzes) might be "Traditional Projects" that 
require you to manually add each observation to the project after you make it. 
The project page will clearly state if this is the case. 

 



III. During the Bioblitz (Making Observations): 

1.​ Make Observations: 
○​ Go to the designated Bioblitz area during the specified timeframe. 
○​ When you find a wild plant, animal, or fungus, open your iNaturalist app. 
○​ Tap the "Observe" or camera icon (often a "+" or camera symbol). 
○​ Take clear photos of the organism, trying to capture multiple angles and 

identifying features. 
○​ Ensure your device's location services are enabled so the observation is 

automatically geotagged. 
○​ Enter your best guess for the "What did you see?" field. The app's image 

recognition will provide suggestions, which can be very helpful. 
○​ Add any notes you think are relevant (e.g., behavior, habitat, size). 
○​ Upload your observation. If you have cell service, upload immediately. If not, 

the observation will be saved on your device for later upload. 

IV. After the Bioblitz: 

1.​ Upload Any Pending Observations: If you made observations offline, upload them as 
soon as you have a reliable internet connection. 

2.​ Review and Identify: 
○​ Check your observations and those of others in the Bioblitz project. 
○​ Help identify observations that need an ID, or confirm identifications made by 

others. The more people who agree on an ID, the faster observations reach 
"Research Grade," making them more valuable for science. 

○​ Participate in any wrap-up events or data review sessions the organizers may 
have. 

By following these steps, you'll be a valuable contributor to your next iNaturalist Bioblitz! 


