FEBRUARY 2026 RIVEREDGE NATURE CENTER | SAUKVILLE, WI

Migration and
Collaboration:
Protecting the
Wood Thrush

and behavior of birds, bats, and insects. With

In June of 2025, Riveredge took part in the assistance and equipment provided by Lake
Range-wide Wood Thrush Motus Project, a Michigan Bird Observatory, a temporary Motus
collaboration between the United States Fish and station was installed on the west end of the
Wildlife Service, the Motus Wildlife Tracking Riveredge trail system.

System, and SELVA, a biodiversity conservation
organization serving Central and South America.
Avian research is putting Riveredge on the map,
thanks to what is truly a success story in
collaboration, both locally and internationally.

Upon learning of this hemisphere-wide study,
Research Manager and Licensed Master Bird
Bander Jana Gedymin recognized a chance for
the Riveredge bird banding program to
significantly contribute to the advancement of
avian science. The expertise of the bird banding
team, the habitat at Riveredge, and the timing
were all perfect. However, to take part in the
study, Riveredge would need to create a
temporary Motus Station on-site.

Motus Stations require the installation of special Jana is also trained and licensed to fit birds with
equipment that can receive information Motus tags, which are more like tiny backpacks
transmitted by animals carrying miniature radio than a traditional bird band. With the help of
telemetry tags. Receiving those radio signals is partnering midwestern Motus collaborators,
how Motus, an international network of permit updates, and specialized training,
researchers, collects data to study the movement Riveredge was ready to start tagging! ©
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